
 

 

T 
his quote by 19th centu-
ry journalist Margaret 
Fuller still applies to-

day.  So when we were given 
the opportunity to sponsor an 
innovative reading program at 
Visitation School, we were 
intrigued. 
 
After a trial run, Ms. Jenna, 
who leads the program, was 
amazed at the enthusiastic 
response by the children who 
could read their choice of arti-
cles through an iPad and then 
take a quiz on comprehension. 
 
With the help of our funding, 
the program is now available 
for grades 4-8. According to 

Ms. Jenna, all of the students 
have shown reading improve-
ment and 75% are up a least 
one grade level in reading.  
 
The display of daily Reading 
Leaderboards and achieve-
ment levels that unlock new, 
interesting articles help keep 
participation high.  We are 
proud to make it possible.   

load a $avers truck with 498 
bags/boxes filled with cloth-
ing, bedding, toys, small 
appliances, games, sporting 
goods, books and media.   
 
A total of 6,532 pounds was 
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I 
magine this: People can 
get rid of things they no 
longer need, those items 

are diverted from landfills 
and Jim’s Bridge receives a 
donation for helping to make 
it possible!  That is exactly 
what Director Kathy Mikulski 
proposed in late 2016 as a 
new fundraiser for Jim’s 
Bridge.  
 
In partnership with thrift store 
$avers, we launched our Do-
nation Drive through emails, 
flyers and Facebook posts. 
We never envisioned the tre-
mendous response we got! 
 
As we completed the drive on 
January 28, 2017, a dozen 
wonderful volunteers helped 

 

donated to $avers – that’s 
over 3 TONS diverted from 
landfills.  And Jim’s Bridge 
received a nice donation 
from $avers. So save your 
‘stuff’! We plan to do it 
again in January 2018! 
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We are very grateful to those who volunteer with us at Chicago area race events.  This is an im-
portant way that our charity generates funds to support our mission of helping less fortunate school 

children while also promoting health and wellness for our volunteers.  The event organizers make a 
donation based on our number of volunteers.  More photos are on our website and Facebook page.  

Two shifts of family and friends came together in Grant Park that brisk morning as "Info Team" volunteers to provide information 
to runners and spectators along Michigan Avenue before and during the marathon. 

A total of 43 family and friends came together at 6:00am that chilly autumn morning as “Runner Information” volunteers, providing 
information and direction to race participants and spectators. Additionally, key volunteers from Jim’s Bridge provided oversight and 
coordination within the seven runner information zones throughout Grant Park and on Michigan Avenue. 
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I 
n our February meeting at 
Visitation with Sister Jean 
and Sister Diane, we dis-

cussed the programs that Jim’s 
Bridge sponsored so far this 
school year including after 
school sports activities and 
costume rental for "The 
Grinch Who Stole Christmas", 
a play performed by the stu-
dents.  

We helped pay for supplies 
for a new karate program 
started by one of the teachers 
(which the students love).   
 
One of the parents formed 
and now coaches the Visita-
tion basketball team in a lo-
cal league.  Jim’s Bridge 
funds referees, league fees 
and game transportation. 

T 
he annual Visitation 
Christmas Bazaar has 
become one of our fa-

vorite holiday traditions.  
 
Thanks to family and friends 
we donated many items for 
the Christmas Bazaar.  Plus 
volunteers from Jim’s Bridge 
were on hand on the day of 
the event to help the children 
as they purchased Christmas 
gifts for their loved ones.  

The school auditorium was 
“filled to the gills” with won-
derful items – toys, jewelry, 
accessories, tools, clothing 
and Christmas items.  

It was delightful to see the 
children select just the right 
gift for their family and 
friends.  All proceeds from 
the Christmas Bazaar go 
directly to the school.  

O 
n February 6, 2017, 
Directors John and 
Maureen Mikulski 

visited with the four St. Gall 
School students who were 
awarded scholarships from 
Jim's Bridge for the current  
school year.  
 
They told us about the sub-
jects they enjoyed most at 
school (all STEM!!) and    

special events, such as 
"Scientist Day".   
 
The two 7th graders are 
working on a performance of 
Shakespeare’s play “A Mid-
summer Night's Dream”.  
 
We look forward to hearing 
more about the play in the 
months to come. It's always 
fun to meet with them. 
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For the Erie Neighbor-
hood House Holiday 
with a Heart program, 
we purchased gifts of toys 
for six children.  
 
It was fun to join dozens 
of other volunteers to 
wrap gifts for over 500 
children who would each 
be presented with their 
special gifts from Santa at 
a breakfast the following 
morning.  
 

 
 
 

 
Jim’s Bridge was proud to par-
ticipate in the annual Chicago 
Catholic Charities “Sponsor-
A-Family” Program  providing 
a family of seven warm cloth-
ing, bedding and, for each child, 
a toy or book. 

 
With our funds, the girls 
can participate in “Girls in 
the Game” which helps 
give them more opportuni-
ties to grow up happy, 
healthy, and strong. Jim's 
Bridge also covered trans-
portation for a field trip for 
Pre-K through 3rd grade to 
a Pumpkin Farm! 



 

 

  
 

 

W 
e are pleased that 2016 was a 

growth year for the James F. 

Mikulski Memorial Group. The 

charity was successful in hosting its first fundraiser as well as 

seizing new volunteer opportunities at various races within the 

Chicago area.  

Our operating and management expense to revenue ratio 

remains very low at less than 5%.  

All of this has enabled us to sustain our mission to establish a 

legacy of giving and sharing in memory of our son, James 

Mikulski, by helping less fortunate children in the Chicago 

area and doing it in a way that promotes wellness and service 

to others.  
To see our full 2016 annual report go to www.jfmmemorial.org 

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook at  

http://www.facebook.com/JimsBridge/ 

October 2, 2016 marked three years since we lost our dear son, 

brother, husband and step-dad to suicide, and we will probably 

never really understand why.  Not a day goes by without remem-

bering Jim, still loving him and wishing he were here with us.   

We knew from that day in 2013 that we wanted to do something 

positive as a tribute to him. We set up the James F. Mikulski Me-

morial Group as a tax exempt 501(c)(3) charity to honor his life by 

benefiting children in need while emphasizing wellness and help-

ing others.  We are proud that our charity, with your help, has been 

able to accomplish this. Without our generous donors and wonder-

ful volunteers it would not be possible.  We  continue to keep op-

erating expenses below 10% of revenue. Thank you. 

Please consider a donation at www.jfmmemorial.org or to 

James F. Mikulski Memorial Group 

405 Shadow Creek Court 

Palos Heights, IL 60463 

This year our “Get Together and Fundraiser” will be in 

the summertime, with great food,  prizes and good times!  

Mark it on  your calendar!  Sunday July 23, 2017 at   

Zachary’s Grill in Palos Heights.   More info to come!  
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