
 

 

Visitation School 

 

A 
fter sponsoring the 

“Peace Mural” last 

year for the Erie 

Neighborhood House playlot 

on the near west side of Chica-

go, we wanted to do something 

special for the children again 

this year.  And we did!   

The James F. Mikulski Memo-

rial Group funded and then 

distributed backpacks filled 

with school supplies to the 61 

delightful pre-school children 

who will be entering kinder-

garten this year.   

Watching the children’s eyes 

light up as they selected their 

favorite fully stocked back-

pack was priceless! Parents 

stopped to thank us, saying it 

would have been difficult to 

afford on their own.   

O 
n September 1, 

2016, Directors 

John and Maureen 

Mikulski with Principal Ted 

Morgan presented scholar-

ships to four students at St. 

Gall School on the south-

west side of Chicago.   

We were impressed as the 

children told us how they 

and their parents have 

helped at St. Gall’s. Each 

child thanked us for their 

scholarships.  Congrats! 
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Erie House 

St. Gall School 

O 
n May 26, 2016, two 

directors from the 

James F. Mikulski 

Memorial Group attended the 

Visitation annual Academic 

Award Ceremony where stu-

dents are recognized for their 

academic achievements.  

Kathy and Maureen Mikulski 

awarded scholarships to two 

students for the 2016 -2017 

school year. Both were sur-

prised and very thankful.  

Congratulations students! 
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We are very grateful to those who volunteer with us at Chicago area race events.  This is an im-
portant way that our charity generates funds to support our mission of helping less fortunate school 

children while also promoting health and wellness for our volunteers.  The event organizers make a 
donation based on our number of volunteers.  More photos are on our website and Facebook page.  
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O 
n March 16, 2016, 

four family members  

from the James F. 

Mikulski Memorial Group 

were honored to serve as judg-

es at the annual Visitation 

Science Fair.   

The students were challenged 

to “invent and demonstrate” 

an item of practical use.   We 

were amazed at the clever and 

creative projects that result-

ed!  Grades 2 through 8 par-

ticipated with class projects 

for grades 2-3, team projects 

for grades 4-5 and independ-

ent projects for grades 6-8.   

All inventions were impres-

sively displayed showing 

how each followed a scien-

tific process to produce the 

invention.   

T 
he 2016 Olympics 

almost came close to 

the excitement of 

watching the Visitation 

School Hoops Tournament 

finals on March 17, 2016.   

All students, grades 2-8, were 

eligible to play on one of four 

teams, which were evenly 

balanced by the teachers based 

on talent and ability.   

The James F. Mikulski Me-

morial Group was proud to 

sponsor this tournament for 

the third year.  We enjoyed 

watching the competition on 

the court as well the com-

radery across the school as 

the spectators cheered for all 

teams! First and second place 

awards were presented by 

directors from our charity 

and Principal Sister Jean.  

I 
n addition to sponsoring 

the Hoops Tournament 

and academic scholarships 

at Visitation School, during 

the second half of the school 

year, the James F. Mikulski 

Memorial Group provided 

funding for many other items 

including an in-house Anti-

Bullying Program, library 

books and supplies for Sum-

mer Day Camp.   

We underwrote the transpor-

tation for 21 Visitation stu-

dents who were nominated to 

attend a week at the Norman 

Barr Summer Camp in Lake 

Geneva, WI.   

During the year the Directors, 

family and friends of our 

charity also donated books 

and school supplies for the 

children at Vis.  

Fall 2016 www.jfmmemorial.org 3 

Visitation Catholic School serves a predominately African-American and Hispanic community on 
the south side of Chicago in the Englewood-Back of the Yards neighborhoods.  The James F. 
Mikulski Memorial Group is proud to provide support for school programs for the Visitation  
School students. Two of our directors are Visitation alumni. 



 

 

  
 

N 
inety people joined us at Zachary’s 

Grill in Palos Heights on Sunday, 

May 15, 2016 for the first James F. 

Mikulski Memorial Group Fundraiser.  After many months 

of planning, with amazing help and guidance from friends 

and family, the fundraiser was a great success! 

The afternoon provided the attendees with 

delicious appetizers, drinks, musical 

entertainment and a chance to win one or more of 

21 silent auction and 11 raffle items!   

We are grateful for the incredibly generous 

donations to the silent auction and raffle from 

friends, local businesses, museums, comedy clubs 

and Chicago professional sports teams, as well as 

extraordinary support from Zachary’s. 

As a result we are pleased that we can sustain, 

and even enhance, our support for the children!

anization that we sponsor.  Thank you!  We are 

already thinking about ways to put on another 

fundraiser next year! 

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/JimsBridge/ 

 

October 2, 2016 marks three years since we lost our dear son, 

brother, husband and step-dad to suicide, and we will probably 

never really understand why.  Not a day goes by without remem-

bering Jim, still loving him and wishing he were here with us.   

We knew from that day in 2013 that we wanted to do something 

positive as a tribute to him. We set up the James F. Mikulski Me-

morial Group as a tax exempt 501(c)(3) charity to honor his life by 

benefiting children in need while emphasizing wellness and help-

ing others.  We are proud that our charity, with your help, has been 

able to accomplish this. Without our generous donors and wonder-

ful volunteers it would not be possible.  We  continue to keep ex-

penses below 10% of revenue. Thank you. 

Please consider a donation at www.jfmmemorial.org or to 

James F. Mikulski Memorial Group 

405 Shadow Creek Court 

Palos Heights, IL 60463 

file:///D:/Dokumente/Adobe
http://www.jfmmemorial.org

